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MUMBAI, MAY 31 /--/ The
premises of Congress leader
Baba Siddique were today
raided by the ED in a money
laundering probe related to
an alleged Rs 400-crore slum
rehabilitation irregularities
case. Officials said the
searches were conducted at
about seven locations in the
Maharashtra capital, including premises of Siddique, a
real estate firm and a builder
connected to him. Siddique,
a former minister in
Maharashtra government, is
known for his links with
Bollywood celebrities and
got superstars Salman Khan
and Shah Rukh Khan into a
much talked about patch-up
hug in 2013, after years of
reported frosty relations.
Some front companies allegedly "connected to" Siddique
were also searched by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) teams, which swooped
down of these premises early
morning. The ED, they said,
has registered a criminal case
against Siddique and about
a dozen others under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) recently,
based on a local police FIR.
The Bandra police had registered an FIR in 2014, on directions of a local court, to
probe alleged financial irregularities in a slum rehabilitation project launched in
suburban Bandra here, to
which Siddique is alleged to
have
been
involved.
Siddique has been the Chairman of the Mumbai board of
the Maharashtra Housing
and Area Development Authority (MHADA) between
2000-2004. A complainant
had approached a local court
in 2012 stating that the flats
allotted in the residential
buildings constructed after
demolishing the slum in the
Bandra area were granted on
the basis of alleged fake
documents and had other irregularities. The agency also
suspects use of certain 'front'
or 'benami' companies in committing the alleged irregularities and hence the raids are
being conducted to gather
more evidence, they said.
The ex-minister had denied
allegations made against him
in this case in the past.
Siddique has been a threetime Congress MLA, Minister of State for food and Civil
Supplies (during 2004-08) in
the Maharashtra government
and has also served as a Municipal Corporator. His grand
Iftaar parties are attended by
a host of Bollywood celebrities. His 2013 party is remembered for actors Salman
Khan and Shah Rukh Khan
embracing each other, hinting a thaw in their ties.(PTI)

Ruckus in Delhi Assembly; AAP
leaders manhandle sacked minister
NEW DELHI, MAY 31 /--/
High drama prevailed at the
Delhi Assembly today when
a few AAP MLAs and sacked
minister Kapil Mishra came
to blows as the latter held out
a banner with allegations of
corruption against Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.
Party MLAs, including
Madan Lal, Jarnail Singh,
were seen lunging at Mishra
and dragging him as he raised
a poster referring to the allegations, before Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel ordered him to be
marshalled out of the House.
Later, Goel adjour ned the
House, which was convened
to pass the state GST bill, for
15 minutes. "I was not allowed to speak. The moment

I attempted to speak, four to
five AAP MLAs started hitting me. It is perhaps for the
first time that MLAs have
been used to muffle a dissenting voice inside the House,"
Mishra told reporters.
Mishra also alleged deputy
chief minister Manish
Sisodia was behind the entire episode, saying the
MLAs rushed towards him
after he "prompted" them to
do so.
Delhi Assembly Speaker
Ram Niwas Goel today criticised the AAP MLAs involved in heckling sacked
minister Kapil Mishra inside the House, saying the incident was "deeply disturbing". The speaker said he will

"look into the matter" while
taking on Mishra over his demand that a special session
be convened at the Ramlila
Maidan here over allegations of corruption against
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Health Minister Satyendar Jain. "Whatever happened today inside
the Delhi Assembly is unfortunate.
I am deeply disturbed
with the incident. Whatever
they (AAP MLAs) did was
wrong. The MLAs should not
have left their seats," he told
reporters. Earlier, the House
witnessed unruly scenes as
Mishra was pushed and
dragged by a few AAP MLAs
after he unfurled a banner de-

manding a special session of
the Assembly at Ramlila
Maidan to discuss corruption
allegations pertaining to
Kejriwal and Jain.
Thereafter, the speaker
ordered him to be marshalled out and hinted at
more action against him.
However, no action has been
taken against the MLAs in
question. "During the 49-day
AAP govt, we witnessed such
scenes. It has happened even
at the Lok Sabha. However, it
was the first such incident
during my tenure as speaker.
Mishra's demand to call oneday session at Ramlila
Maidan was not right. I can
also take action against this,"
he said.(PTI)

DMK stages protest against Emergency landing by army
chopper in field, no one hurt
cattle salughter ban
CHENNAI, MAY 31 /--/ The DMK today came down
strongly on the BJP-led central government over the ban on
sale of cattle for slaughter, saying a situation had arisen where
"we should eat only what the prime minister desires". Leading
a DMK protest here against the ban, party working president
M K Stalin also warned of "another Marina revolution" (on
the lines of pro-jallikattu stir) if the recent notification on
the matter was not withdrawn. Accusing the Centre of coming
up with such notifications to cover up its three years of "nonperformance", he also questioned the "silence" of Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister K Palaniswami on the issue. Recalling various
promises made by the BJP in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, Stalin
said none of them, including ones about retrieving black
money and creating jobs, had been fulfilled. "So, this ban,
what we eat is now being restricted. A situation has come
up where we should eat only what (Prime Minister Narendra)
Modi desires. The civil liberties guaranteed by the Constitution are being snatched. Freedom is being snatched," he
claimed. He alleged that the Modi government was coming
up with such notifications to divert people's attention from
issues plaguing the country. "Three years of BJP rule have
passed. There are no schemes or achievements that benefit
people. To cover that up and divert the attention of people,
the BJP (government) is making such laws," he said. He wondered if the central government had "deposited at least Rs
15 if not Rs 15 lakh" in the bank account of each citizen as
promised by Modi in 2014 under his efforts to retrieve the
black money stashed in foreign havens. He questioned why
Palaniswami had not responded although his counterparts
in Kerala and West Bengal have opposed the ban on sale of
cattle for slaughter. Palaniswami had on May 27 said he would
comment on the Centre's ban on cattle sale after going through
the notification. The DMK leader said though the BJP had
given importance to cooperative federalism during the 2014
polls, it has now reduced states to "municipalities" and chief
ministers to "municipal chiefs.(PTI)

JAIPUR, MAY 31 /--/ Bad weather today forced an Ar my
helicopter to make an emergency landing in an open field
along the Jaipur-Agra national highway in this district but
no one was hurt. A senior Army officer and two pilots were
on board the helicopter when it made the emergency landing at around noon, police said. The helicopter was on its
way from Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh to Sanganer airport in Jaipur.
"Due to bad weather, the pilots had to make emergency landing
in an open field close to Jaipur-Agra national highway at
around 12 noon," SHO of Kanota Police station Gaurishankar
told PTI. Moments after the safe landing, the senior officer
left by road. The helicopter took off for Jaipur when the
weather conditions became favourable for flying after more
than one hour, the police said. The police did not reveal the
identity of the officer and pilots while the Army did not
comment on the matter. (PTI)

TN Governor,
Stalin condole
Dasari Narayana
Rao's death

Minor girl raped by
two becomes pregnant,
case registered

CHENNAI, MAY 31 /--/
Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra
Governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao
and DMK leader M K Stalin
today condoled the death of
former Union Minister and
veteran Telugu filmmaker
Dasari Narayana Rao. The
Governor described Rao as
"one of the strongest pillars
of the Telugu film industry"
and a "complete film maker."
"Dasari was a brilliant director, producer, writer and
screenplay writer.
He knew the taste of the
audience. He was among the
few film makers, who made
an equally impressive mark
in Bollywood," he said in a Raj
Bhavan statement. As a Parliamentarian and as Minister,
Rao had served the people of
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh "with great dedication," he said.
"With his demise, curtains have fallen on an era in
the Indian film industry," he
said and conveyed his condolences to the bereaved family of the former Minister in
the UPA regime. Stalin recalled Rao was a "good friend"
of his father and DMK president M Karunanidhi. He had
left his "stamp" in the fields
of cinema, politics and media and his demise is a "major loss" to all of them, he said
in a statement.

MUZAFFARNAGAR, MAY 31 /--/ A 16-year-old girl, who
was allegedly raped repeatedly and warned against making a complaint, became pregnant after which the police here
have registered a case against two youth. According to the
police, the incident came to light after the parents of the
teenager came to know that she was three- months pregnant.
Following a complaint by the girl's father, a case has been
registered at the Kotwali police station. According to circle
officer Tejvir Singh, the case was registered under IPC sections dealing with rape, criminal intimidation and also the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
against two youths named Bilal and Meherban. The two accused are absconding, Singh said. In the complaint, the girl's
father has alleged that his daughter was gang-raped by the
accused persons for five months. The complaint also said
that the girl was threatened with dire consequences if she
disclosed the crime to anyone, police officials said. Meanwhile, security has been tightened and extra police personnel
have been deplo yed in the village as a precautionar y
measure.(PTI)

Shah conducts door to door
campaign to woo tribals in Gujarat
DEVALIYA (GUJ), MAY 31 /--/ Seeking the support of tribal
population in poll-bound Gujarat, BJP chief Amit Shah today held door to door campaign in this remote village of
Chhota Udaipur district. He also addressed a booth-level party
workers meeting and had lunch with a tribal family as part
of Gujarat BJP's 'Vistarak' initiative, which aims at establishing direct contact with people ahead of the state Assembly
polls later this year. Shah along with Gujarat BJP in-charge
Bhupendra Yadav and state party leaders went from door to
door seeking votes for the saffron party in this village in central Gujarat. The eastern Gujarat tribal belt, despite serious
efforts of BJP, is dominated by Congress, which had in 2012
elections managed to win 16 to 17 seats out of the 28 assembly segments. With the BJP setting the target of winning 150
seats out of the total 182, in the home state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, which they consider as a prestige battle, garnering maximum seats in the tribal belt is crucial for
the saffron player. Shah and his team campaigned in Devaliya
village under Chhota Udaipur constituency, which has been
held by eight time Congress MLA Mohansinh Rathwa. In a
brief address to the newly-inducted booth-level party workers
from Devaliya village, Shah said while Gujarat remains the
party's strong fortress, they have to make it further strong
and ensure that it continues to remain strong.
"We have decided to take BJP's ideology and strengthen
its organisation at village level as part of 'vistarak' (outreach)
programme. "In Gujarat alone, a total 48,000 party workers
will go door to door to explain party's programmes, our government's work at central and state level...No party would
have undertaken such an exercise. And right here, you can
see party workers from booth level right up to the national
level," Shah said.
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ex-Cong minister,
others in slum
rehab case

HC seeks reply
of BCI, DU on
plea over seats
in LLB course
NEW DELHI, MAY 31 /--/
The Delhi High Court today
sought the response of the
Centre, the Bar Council of
India (BCI) and the Delhi
University (DU) on a plea
against reducing the number
of seats in the LLB course at
the university. Acting Chief
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice C Hari Shankar posted
the matter for further hearing
on June 5. The plea filed by
advocate Joginder Kumar
Sukhija said a large number
of students will be affected
if the seats for the course at
the varsity were reduced and
infringe their legal and fundamental right to higher education of their choice. According to the decision taken
by the BCI and the DU Law
Faculty, the university will
only admit 1,440 students to
its LLB course from the academic year 2017- 2018. The
faculty has been catering
2,310 students for over four
decades. The plea also said
that by reducing the seats,
public money, which is used
to provide grant to the varsity,
was not being put to optimal
use. "The varsity is a public
funded educational institution receiving grants from
University Grants Commission, and by reducing
number of admissions, the
public money is not put to
optimum use.
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